
Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 
There is a place where the sidewalk ends 
And before the street begins, 
And there the grass grows soft and white, 
And there the sun burns crimson bright, 
And there the moon-bird rests from his flight 
To cool in the peppermint wind. 
 
Let us leave this place where the smoke blows black 
And the dark street winds and bends. 
Past the pits where the asphalt flowers grow 
We shall walk with a walk that is measured and slow, 
And watch where the chalk-white arrows go 
To the place where the sidewalk ends. 
 
Yes we'll walk with a walk that is measured and slow, 
And we'll go where the chalk-white arrows go, 
For the children, they mark, and the children, they know 
The place where the sidewalk ends. 
 
 

1. How does the author use imagery in this poem? In order to get the best marks for a 
question like this you want to find some examples and talk about how it either makes you 
feel or what it makes you think about. The more you can expand on this the better off 
you will be. *Hint 1- read the first stanza and think about how it sets the tone. What do 
you see, think feel, when you read it?* Hint 2- is there a difference between the imagery 
used in the first stanza and the second stanza? Why? Remember imagery is words and 
phrases that appeal to the five senses. 

2. Why do you think the author emphasizes walking measured and slow? Although 
this question is talking about a specific line that is repeated you will want to consider the 
context of the entire poem. You will also want to think about those two words that were 
specifically chosen. Why would you walk measured? Why would you walk slow? Now 
think about why the author wants people to walk measured and slow in this particular 
poem. 

3. What is the theme of this poem? When you get a question like this you need to 
consider why the author wrote the poem or story. Who is this particular poem for (The 
audience who the message is directed at)? The title can be important- you may want to 
consider where this place is (Even if it is symbolic/abstract and not real). Ask yourself: 
Where is the place where the sidewalk ends? You should also consider the last two lines 
of the poem. Finally when dealing with the theme of a text you will want to create 
connections between the text and our world? 


